


 

Praise 
for 

One Endless Line of F aith 

s One Endless Line of Faith will greatly change your prayer life for your 
grandchildren. In good ways, it will shake up the grandparent and the grandchild if taken to 

heart. It showed me how vitally important our prayers are for our grandchildren, while 
motivating me to press on in greater prayer for them. I plan to use the insightful, practical, step-

by-step ways to pray for our grandchildren over and over again each month. s writing, a 
book of great devotional depth, is the perfect gift to give to a new grandparent or a seasoned one. 

Cheryl Moeller 
Co-Founder, For Better For Worse For Keeps Ministries 

We who know Kay Swatkowski know this: First, she is p
with sk  to her children and grandchildren revealing a God full of grace and truth to them. 

Second, s redemptive Story through the lens of life s everyday 
stories. s why you'll discover practical, helpful insights as you read One Endless Line of 

Faith. 

Pamela Hoover Heim 
Founder and Dean, WomenSchool of Ministry Leadership 
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Dedication 

For Nicole, Kevin, Samantha, and Madelyn (and all future grandchildren). You fill each day with 
love, laughter, and joy. 

I am praying for you. 



Grandparents are the footsteps to the future generations. 

Author unknown 
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Introduction 

Grandparents are a family s greatest treasure, the founders of a loving legacy. The greatest 
storytellers, the keepers of traditions that linger on in cherished memory. Grandparents are the 

s strong foundation. Their very special love sets them apart. Through happiness and 
sorrow, through their special love and caring, grandparents keep a family close at heart. 

Author unknown 

Metal lockers slammed as childish chatter filled the hallway. Breathless boys and girls with 
dangling shoelaces scooted to water fountains. Lingering outside the classroom to soak up the 
fading moments of recess, all but one of my first grade students dawdled. 

Blue-eyed Katianna screeched down the hall to greet me, gym shoes squealing and blond 
hair flying. Wrapping thin arms around me 

 

about our appearance. Our age, profession, or social status does not bother them at all. 
Their needs are simple. 
Children long for warm, generous, respectful, loving relationships with the big people in 

their world. They crave adult relationships that provide kindness and reassurance. They long for 
our time, patience, and attention. 

Sadly, the silly, fun-loving, caring adult friendship every child hungers for is a casualty of 
-honored leisurely companions and 

gentle guides for grandchildren, often bear weighty and consuming concerns of their own and 
find their time and energy limited. 

Their influence is profoundly missed. Children seem to be the biggest losers in our speed-
oriented, achievement-addicted culture. 

In this overscheduled, high-pressure environment, children benefit more than ever from a 
close relationship with their grandparents. Research reveals that the love and care of the older 
generation has a positive impact on children in many ways. One study found a definite link 
between grandparent involvement and adolescent well-being. Grandparents provide not only 
affection and support, but also wisdom, problem-solving, and stability during times of family 
crisis. 

God is not finished with us. We have a critical job to do. 
Many grandparents live hundreds or even thousands of miles away from their grandchildren 

and are not able to be as involved as they would like. Health issues can limit the participation of 
even grandparents who live nearby. Other grandparents provide daily care for grandchildren and 
struggle to balance their love for and commitment to their grandchildren with the personal 
concerns that accompany this stage of life. For some, there are financial or relational 
considerations that make connecting with grandchildren complicated. 

Whatever our situation, there is one thing we all can do for our grandchildren. We can pray. 
Whether near or far, we can be engaged in the lives of our grandchildren, be connected to them 
in the most caring of ways through prayer. 

I wandered away from the church during my teen years, but always knew my grandmother 
loved me and was praying for me.  



 

My family life was chaotic, but the love and prayers of my grandparents provided the 
stability I needed to survive.  

During my years spent 
affectionately sharing stories of the love, support, and prayers of their grandparents and the effect 
of these relationships on their Christian life. The care and prayer of grandparents can make all 
the difference. 

I invite you to join me in praying for our grandchildren. Use this guide for thirty consecutive 
days, choosing one or two of the prayer suggestions at the end of each devotional, or pick it up 
from time to time to concentrate on one area of need. 

It is my prayer that this 30-Day Guide will be a source of encouragement to you as you 
bring your cherished grandchildren before God. May it be a reminder to you of the important 
role you play in their emotional and spiritual lives. 



Day Two: Kind Words 

Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless. 
Mother Teresa 

Spoken words at least give the hearer an indication that he or she is worthy of some attention. 
John Trent and Gary Smalley 

Set in Mississippi at the birth of the civil rights m The 
Help touches on a number of heart-rending themes. The main character, Aibileen Clark, worked 
for white families all her adult life. While working for these families, she raised and loved seven 
children as if they were her own. As the story opens, the wise and gentle woman is caring for 
toddler Mae Mobley. 

Aibileen adored and worried over Mae. Little Mae loved her Aibileen. 
One morning, she gathered the girl onto her lap in a rocking chair. Tenderly and with great 

 You is smart. You is 
 

In 1993, John Trent and Gary Smalley collaborated on a book considered by many to be a 
classic: The Blessing. Using the Bible and personal experience, the authors describe the 
unconditional love and acceptance that every child craves. Research into family dynamics led the 
authors to believe that there are five essential components for communicating unconditional love 
and acceptance the blessing to the waiting hearts of children and grandchildren: 

~  Meaningful touch 
~  A spoken message 
~  Attaching high value 
~  Picturing a special future 
~  An active commitment 1 

Aibileen Clark gave Mae a blessing. Meaningful touch, spoken words, communicating high 
value, picturing a future, 
this poignant interaction. 

My husband and I frequently spend Fridays with our two youngest grandchildren. Hide-and-
seek, playing princess, making pretend cookies from Play-Doh, sharing ice cream cones, and 
going for walks occupy most of our day. 

On a recent Friday, I whispered to the three-year-  She 
 

With su a kiss she 
skipped off to find Grandpa. However, it was evident to me that my simple words had reached 
her three-year-old heart.  

As a grandparent, I have the honor of assuring my grandchildren of my unconditional love 
and acceptance. Passing a blessing to my grandchild can be as simple as sharing tender words 
that encourage and affirm. 



I pray that the Lord will remind me to speak to my grandchildren with tenderness and 
insight. 

Let Us Pray that . . . 
  we will take advantage of every opportunity to give a blessing to our grandchildren. (Numbers 

6:24 26) 

  we will show affection to our grandchildren. 

  we will learn how to use our words to bless our grandchildren. (Proverbs 16:21) 

  we will assure our grandchildren that God has prepared a future for them. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

  
are able.  

H eavenly F ather, 
I thank you for the assurance and blessing of your unconditional love. I pray that you will 
help us to understand how eager our grandchildren are to receive a blessing from our family. 
H elp us to love and accept them without condition and to communicate that acceptance. I ask 
that you would teach me how to use my words in loving and affirming ways. Let our kind 
words be an endless echo in their lives. May our grandchildren feel our love and be recipients 
of a true blessing that will provide them with strength and confidence in the future. Amen. 

Think and Do 
>  Bedtime Blessings for your grandchildren to use 
at their home or when they are with you. This collection of stories provides an opportunity for 
parents to give their children a bedtime blessing. 

>  Write a special prayer of blessing for each grandchild, being especially careful to attach high 
value and picturing a special future. 

>  If you did not receive a blessing from your own parents, The Blessing may offer you some 
help in recovering from that loss. The Lord has a blessing for you. (Zephaniah 3:17) 



Day Four: The Shadow of Protection 

Our safe place  is not where we live, but in whom we live. 
Tom White 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
Psalm 91:1 

It was a hot Fourth of July in 2001. I soaked my hot, tired feet in the ice-cold water of the 
kiddy pool, while our eighteen-month-old, sunblock-coated grandson, Kevin, splashed and 
played there. As I watched him, I was amused to see our adult son, Jonathan, circling Kevin in 
the little pool like a hawk. 

I was casting a 
ed.  

Less than three weeks before, our son-in-law Kev had lost his life in a 
motorcycle accident. Over those three weeks, we had grieved and prayed continually for 
protection and care for our daughter, granddaughter, and grandson. 

:1. He who dwells in the shelter of the 
Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 

When we are facing the most difficult moments of life and seek our shelter in God, he casts 
a shadow over our lives, protecting us from the things that would harm us most. Much of the 
time, we are as unaware of his loving presence and p
and care. Yet he is always present, circling our lives, intently watching, caring, and inviting us to 
rest in the shadow he provides. 

Every godly parent an
, let us remember the beautiful picture of Psalm 91:1. 

Let Us Pray that . . . 
  our grandchildren will choose to run to God for safety. (Proverbs 18:10) 

  God will provide protection and shelter for each of our grandchildren. (Psalm 5:11) 

  our grandchildren will find emotional and spiritual rest in the Shadow of the Almighty (Psalm 
36:7) 

  our grandchildren will consistently turn to God alone for refuge and safety. (Psalm 2:12) 

  we will be examples of people who turn to God for safety and security. 

  we will find natural opportunities to share stories of ways God has cared for us personally, 
even when we were unaware. (Psalm 66:16) 

H eavenly F ather, 
I thank you for the love and protection you have given to us each day of our lives, even when 
we have been totally unaware. Over the years I have found you to be the faithful refuge and 



shelter you have promised to be. My prayer, dear Lord, is that my grandchildren will turn to 
you alone for protection and care. I ask that their hearts would find rest and peace as they run 
to you for refuge and shelter. Amen. 

Think and Do 
>  Read Psalm 121:1 2. Where does your help come from? 

>  Do you have stories 
presence strengthened you and helped at a moment of grief or loss? 

>  
been too young to remember? 

>  God Is With You 
 

>  Have your grandchildren help you choose a family verse that talks of 
Allow them to use their creativity and imagination to illustrate this verse. Have it framed and 
allow the children to decide where to hang it in your home. 



Day Ten: A Circle of F riends 

Is any pleasure on earth as great as a circle of Christian friends by a good fire? 
C.S. Lewis 

The friends we choose determine the direction of our lives. 
Anonymous 

A faculty meeting at Merton College in March of 1926 was the starting point for a 
remarkable friendship between C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien. The professors shared a love for 
literature and a passion for writing. As the friendship developed and trust grew, Tolkien and 
Lewis would sit with colleagues at a local pub, discussing their latest writing projects. Lewis, 
cherishing a lifelong love for fairy tales, listened intently as his new friend shared stories of 
Middle Earth. 

Lewis, an equally 
determined atheist. Having suffered great loss as a child, Lewis understandably doubted the 
existence of a personal and loving God.  

Friends for nearly five years, Tolkien and Lewis engaged in a life-changing late-night 
conversation in September of 1931. Soon after, Lewis converted to Christianity and embarked on 
a spiritual journey that has touched millions of lives. 

Lewis become a devout 
Christian, his writing and use of fantasy became a venue for communicating his faith. The 
wonderful world of Narnia came to life. Intertwining the truth of Christianity with this 
enchanting and beautiful world, Lewis wrote stories that continue to charm and spiritually 
awaken readers today. 

Without the support and encouragement of J.R.R. Tolkien, the world may never have 
experienced the literary genius of the Christian writer and philosopher, C.S. Lewis. To think it all 
began with a routine faculty meeting at Merton College more than eighty years ago. 

Friendships are important. They can either spur our grandchildren on to become all God 
meant them to be or put up barriers to their spiritual, emotional, or relational growth. Our 

-given gifts in a healthy way or 
set them on a path toward a tragic detour. 

Experts in child development believe that children adopt the values of the people who they 
feel love them most. Our children definitely need loving, supportive friends but loving, 
supportive friends with strong moral values. 

Friends can bring our grandchildren great joy, encouragement, and challenge. Friends can 
also drain, discourage, and sadden. As grandparents, we can pray for life-giving friendships for 
our grandchildren. 

Today, as we pray for the first S in our B L E SS 
Social lives by giving them healthy friendships. 

Let Us Pray that . . . 
  our grandchildren will have discernment and choose friends carefully. (Proverbs 12:26) 



  our grandchildren will avoid relationships with angry people. (Proverbs 22:24) 

  our grandchildren will avoid morally negative relationships. (1 Corinthians 15:33) 

  our grandchildren will be blessed with caring and loyal friends for a lifetime. (Proverbs 17:17) 

  our grandchildren will feel loved and secure in their family and will listen to friendship advice 
from parents and grandparents. (Proverbs 1:8) 

  our grandchildren will see Jesus Christ as their dearest friend. (John 15:15) 

  we will be loving and non-judgmental toward their friends, and at the same time be willing to 
provide gentle guidance. (Ephesians 4:2) 

H eavenly F ather, 
I thank you for the caring, loyal, and steadfast friendship you have shown to me. I pray, Lord, 
that my grandchildren will see you as their F riend. I ask that the eyes of their hearts would be 
opened and that they would have great discernment as they choose friends. I earnestly pray 
that you would bring into each of their lives a caring, supportive and moral friend who will 
help them to become all that you want them to be. Grace their lives with a friend who supports 
them in trouble and always points them to Jesus. I pray that you will help me to be careful not 
to criticize their friends, but to offer gentle guidance and encouragement, and to make my 
home a place where healthy friendships can flourish. Amen. 

Think and Do 
>  Who was your best friend during your elementary school years? High school? College? Do 
you have any funny stories to tell? Do you have any stories of the strength this relationship gave 
you? Do you have any stories of caution? Do you have pictures of these friends to share? 

>  Read 1 Samuel 18:1. This one verse describes the most famous friendship in Scripture. How 
would you describe this friendship from this single verse? What do you hope your grandchildren 
will find in their friendships? 


